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Appellation: 

Sonoma Valley

Vineyard Designate:
Monte Rosso

Vintage:

2005

Varietal Composition:
100% Cabernet Sauvignon

Barrel Aging:

40% New French/60% Older French Cooperage

Cooperage:

Vicard, Boutes, Taransaud

Case Production:
480 cases

Alcohol:

14.6%

Price:


$45
Release date:

March 2009 

The beautiful red volcanic soils of Monte Rosso Vineyard rise to 1200 feet atop the southwest ridge of the Mayacamas Mountains.  This famed vineyard has consistently grown spectacular Cabernet Sauvignon and Zinfandel since it was first planted in the late 1800’s.  Monte Rosso’s combination of low-vigor well-drained soils and sunny mountain slopes produce wines of incredible depth, spice and concentration.
Our powerful mountain-style red wines are produced in small open-topped stainless steel fermenters in which the cap of grape skins is punched down by hand to extract deep color and rich tannin. Punching down during fermentation targets the elegant tannin of the skins that rise to the top of the tank, rather than over-extracting the bitter green tannin from the seeds that sink to the bottom of the tank.
The quality of the vintage is superb, producing a violet-colored wine with complex flavors of ripe black cherry, well-integrated spice, sweet tannin and a long lingering finish.  Watkins Family Winery is a family-owned winery in Sonoma County, specializing in limited production wines from hillside vineyards.  All of our wines are rich and intensely flavored, reflecting both their origin in the vineyard, and the balance and elegance of small-lot winemaking.
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Winemaker
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